Study Questions

THELETTER TO THE ROMANS

The Letter to the Romans:

L esson General Introduction to the L etters of Paul (page xxiii)
1 up to but not including

ROMANS: A Call, a Gospel and a Task (page 13)

1. What are the parts of Paul’s letter to the Romauashew is it similar to other ancient
letters?

2. Why is this letter to the Romans, of all of Pald#ers, closest to being a theological
treatise?

3. Why is Romans considered a vaccination of the soul?

4. What is the occasion or purpose of writing to Rome?

5. What does Paul mean when he uses the word “righteou

6. Why was Romans circulated as three different le®er

A Call, aGospe and a Task (page 13)
up to but not including v.1:1-17

Wrath of God (page 28)

1. What does the Greek wokdrrios describe? What does Paul mean
when he calls himself trdoulos or “slave” of Jesus Christ? Are we
slaves? Should we be?

2. Given Paul’s history as a Pharisee, how is the haskas been “set
apart” to do, ironic?

3. Why does Paul start the body of his letter by comghting the

Romans?

What can we learn about Paul from Barclay’s disicusen page 20?

What are the three pillars of Paul's thoughts asliels?

Usually, when we talk about salvation, we refebéing saved from

sin. How else are we liberated?

7. When we hear or read a word, we have in our mind®wn first
choice definition. Which of the five explanatiooi$ered on page 25
of our text comes closest to your own in-your hdeafinition of
“faith” (before you read Barclay’s)?

8. We hear a lot about being “justified”. What doesdbay say it means
to be justified?

L esson 2

o gk



Wrath of God (page 28)

Lesson 3

up to but not including
The Responsibility of Privilege (page 47)

1.
2.
3.

4.

No

What does Paul likely mean by the phrase “wratGod"?
According to Paul, what is the essence of sin?

What does Paul mean by “God abandoned” in verd&@d People
With Whom God Can Do Nothin@)

From Barclay’s discussion irAh Age of Shanievhat are we to
understand concerning Roman morals and Paul’sanetr

Paul paints a pretty ugly picture of the Roman Empi the first half
of the £'century. What did other contemporary writers havsay
about the state of affairs in th& dentury A.D.?

Why does Paul restrain his words?

Which items do you struggle with from the “listtefrible things” on
pages 39-47? Were you aware of your struggle \wetintpreviously?

The Responsibility of Privilege (page 47)

Lesson 4

up to but not including
The Only Way to be Right with God (page 66)

1.

At the very end of our text’s discussion of Patiisughts addressed
to the Jews, it says faith and works are “inextrigdoound up
together”. Is there a conflict here with some 6tein church’s
teachings concerning “faith alone”?

On page 51, our author discusses Paul’s beliefthetyone has an
“unwritten law within their hearts”. How can thige when Paul also
talks about humans being under the power of sinlamdeed to fight
our very nature?

What is the main take away fromiie Unwritten Lav?

How is Romans v2:25-29 similar to Mark v7:1-23?

What is the core reason for the Gentiles’ contefimpthe Jews? How
did Jesus attempt to change this? Hint: CheclS#renon on the
Mount.

Near the end of this week’s readings there is eudision about the
“tragedy of the Jews”, that they rejected the w@iskvangelization.
Why did most Jews of the time become part of ttagedy?

In essence v3:1-8 could be boiled down to: “Thesleere given a
great responsibility when God gave them the Ten @andments.
Rather than evangelize the world and lead, marly itcas a sign of
their right to an exclusive relationship with Godow is this a
warning to us vis-a-vis the Gospel?

v. 1:18-32

v. 2:1-3:18



The Only Way to be Right with God (page 66)

Lesson 5 upto but notincluding v. 3:19-4:25
At Home with God (page 84)

1.

Our text says that the “supreme problem” we aléfec*how can we get into a right
relationship with God”. Do you agree or can youklof other comparable issues we face?

2. What doeglikaioun, the word translated as justification, mean?

how
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What is the essential difference between the “adg’vand the new way (bottom page 69)?
From the discussion on v3:27-31 ifHe End of the Way of Human Achievemdraw

would we break God’s heart?

What are the legal works? What did the Jews tthak they were meant to do?

How does the story about R.L. Steven contrasteadallworks with the works of love?
According to Paul, what is the way to God?

How is God’s love like that of a human father? \Wiher queues from God’s relationship
with us can we apply as parents?

If there is a moral order to the world that protfes existence of a just God, what can we
infer about the “father/children” relationship wiBod and that of the relationship between
parents and their children?

At Home with God (page 84)

Lesson 6 up to but not including v.5:1-6:14
The Exclusive Possession (page 103)

1.

2.

What two images does Barclay propose Paul may hasten mind when he said “we are in
possession of an introduction to this grace in Wwhie stand...”

Barclay translates v5:3-4 “trouble produces fodéwand fortitude produces character.” The
New American translation of the same verses iglicabn produces endurance and
endurance, character.” Our text provides the Gnee&nings behind the three words
translated trouble/affliction, fortitude/endurarased proven character. How would you put
Paul’s thought in your own words?

What do you think of Paul's assertion in v5:7 tiaile we would find it difficult to die

even for a just person, God proves his love becaeses died for us (who seem to go out of
our way to offend God)?

What if anything is the relationship between thenRand Rescue section (Paul’'s v5:12-21)
and Catholicism’s Original Sin, Limbo, etc?

On page 93, Barclay provides 4 explanations fortWaal means by “all sinned in Adam.”
What are they? Which do you agree with and why?

Why shouldn’t we be discouraged or in despair coring our sin?



The Exclusive Possession (page 103)

Lesson 7 upto butnotincluding V.6:15-84
The Two Principles of Life (page 121)

1.

Our text on page 105 says, “(Christians) canna gipart of themselves to God and
another part to the world ... they are not reallyi§ttans”. Do you believe this? What do
you think? By this definition, are you really ar@tian?

The book describdsagiasmos as a process towah@dlios. We know from page 111 and
our study of Matthew’s Disciples Prayer — The Oattter, thahalios means separate or
different. Are you, yourself in the process of twming different or separated?

What does sanctification mean?

How do we die to the law?

Toward the end of our reading this week is the ephthat God created humans with a
good impulse and a part that responds to or iseptide to an evil impulse; spirit
(pneuma) and flesh garx). What do you think? Did God design in two nas# If so,
why?

6. What does Paul mean when he refers to “in the'flesh
7.
8. How does Jesus cancel out Adam’s sin?

How is the awfulness of sin shown?

The Two Principles of Life (page 121)

Lesson 8 up to but not including v. 8:5-39
The Problem of the Jews (page 140)

1.
2.

3.

N

How is a “Spirit —controlled” life like Enoch walikg with God?

During Barclay’s discussion oEhtry into the Family of Gdgthere is a description of
Roman adoption. Did this help you better undestaur relationship with God? How?
The book discusses how we should not pray for §pehings because we do not know
what is best. Will this change the way you pray?

We were all impacted as little children when westflearn the story of Abraham’s
willingness to sacrifice his son. Paul uses tlsagee words from Genesis as a proof of
God’s love for us. Does this reminder of Abrahatoiglty help you understand how God
feels about us?

Why does Barclay say that “...all that we can briongsod is an inarticulate sigh which the
Spirit will translate to God for us™?

What is the “logos of God"? How is it related #:26-30 discussed irAll is of God?
What does it mean to “know” someone in the Old de&nt sense? How is it mean in
relation to God knowing someone?



The Problem of the Jews (page 140)

Lesson 9 upto but not including V. 9:1-29
The Jewish Mistake (page 157)

1.
2.

In the “Tragic Failure’, Barclay discusses Paul and Moses. How are dlikeg?

We frequently talk about something called the “Neawvenant”. Does the description of
the four covenants that God has entered into wiim Kelp your understanding of what is
meant by “New Covenant™?

What two ways has God shown forth his Glory to harkiad?

This week’s reading starts out saying that God eautise hearts of the Jews to be hard so
that the Gentiles could come in. Then over thd sexeral pages the book describes what
the Jews did wrong to cause this tragedy. So whlbyrprecipitated the tragedy, the Jews
themselves or God?

Near the end of this week’s text is the stateni#in easy in this passage to criticize Paul”
when referring to his analogy of the potter ang.clRo you agree or disagree?

On page 156, Barclay tries to explain why “God ladelately darkened the minds” of the
Jewish People in order to open the door to thei@sntDoes Paul’s position make more
sense to you now?

The Jewish Mistake (page 157)

Lesson 10 up to but not including v. 9:30-11:12
The Wild Olive-Privilege and War ning (page 173)

1.

In the course of discussing Eleazar’s story fromRburth Book of Maccabees Barclay
seems to make light of dying rather than eatindcp&isewhere in Barclay’s writings
(notably, Revelation) he seems to take a diffea@proach toward dying rather than saying
“Caesar is Lord”. What are your thoughts on timiparent disparity?

Our book suggests that v10:9-10 is the basis ofitsteChristian creed and reiterates the
three points of that creed. Which, if any, of #héwree points do you personally find
difficult?

How, at the end ofMistaken Zedldoes Barclay summarize v10:1-13?

Paul speaks of the Jewish remnant “chosen by lad'§pgrace”. Of whom does he speak?
The Letter to the Romans was ostensibly writtethéoChristian community in Rome;
Jewish and Gentile believers. Why then does Pé&itsr contain so many attempts to
convince Jews that Jesus was the Messiah?

Describe, in your own words, the paradox Barcléystabout at the end ofrhe

Destruction of Excusésn page 169.

What is the “sense of safety” that has been thartsand trap” of the Jewish people?
According to Paul, does the hardness of the heéttse Jewish people ever soften?



The Wild Olive-Privilege and Warning (page 173)

Lesson 11 up to but not including v.11:13-12:8
The Christian Lifein Everyday Action (page 192)

1.

2.
3.
4.

What was Paul’'s hope, prayer and ambition in regazdhe Jews and how they saw the
Gentiles?

Why should Christianity never forget Judaism? (Hsee page 177)

What is God’s purpose?

What can we learn from Paul based upon Barclagsudision of v11:33-36 on pages 182-
1837

We tend to see service and worship as two disyimitferent things. It seems that that was
not the case for early Christians (see discushonthatreia). What are your thoughts?
Who was closer to the truth, the early Christiangs®

The text discusses the Greek wosdsema andmorphe. Was the Old Testament Law
aboutschema or morphe?

Many of us participated or heard things about thar8ms Workshop. From what you
know was the workshop the same as or somewhatetitférom v12:3-8?

The Christian Lifein Everyday Action (page 192)

Lesson 12 up to but not including V. 12:9-13:14
Respect for Scruples (page 211)

1.

2.

No g

“Give to each other priority in honbis similar to what passage in John’s Gospel? Hirst
read every year.

Of the 12 rules Paul provides in v12:9-13, whicle strikes you as most important at this
time in your life? What is the most difficult fgou?

If/when the “opportunity” presents itself could ytmllow v12:147?

Look at the remainder of the seven points in 1214#ems 2 through 7). Which do you
find the most difficult?

Why does Paul go to such great lengths in preaciogt obedience to the state?

What debt remains with us forever?

Barclay gives the Greek meanings of the six sing Fss off. Which of these deeper
meanings did you find most enlightening?

Respect for Scruples (page 211)

Lesson 13 up to but not including v. 14:1-23
The Marks of the Fellowship (page 229)

1.
2.

Are you “weak in the faith”, according to what Paalys?

In v14:2-4 Paul deals with the issue of consereataligious understanding conflicting with
the more liberal understandings. Do Paul’'s womglmeaning for us today? How?

What is the “great principle” that Paul lays downvil4:2-4? How hard is it for you to live
by it?

What is the terror of sin? How has your sin atéedhe world?

Verse v14:16 deals with that same issue discudseebawhere the conservative and liberal
understandings are in conflict, but only in revef#eyour brother is grieved by what you
eat, you are no longer conducting yourself accarde principle that love lays down”.
How would we apply Paul’'s advice today?

We read in the scriptures many times “Judge not’asiants on that message. Paul puts a
slightly different spin on it. Our text elaboratéd/e who (will) stand before God'’s
judgment have no right to judge others who (wilboastand before God’s judgment.”"Does
this spin help?



The Marks of the Fellowship (page 229)
Lesson 14 up to but not including v.15:1-16:2
A Household which was a Church (page 245)

1. Paul urges Christian fellowship through “the enem@ment that scripture brings.” Given
that this was written about 58 A.D., just 25 yeatsr the cross, what scriptures do you
think Paul is urging the Romans to read?

Are you able to draw encouragement from scriptarthé manner described?

What does the Greek wobdstazein mean? What is the significance of its use in ¥25:
Why, according to v15:7-13, must the Church beusicle?

Paul uses an odd woletourgos to describe his work for Christ. Our text talKstwe
origins of the word, “duties ... voluntarily undereakby those who loved their country.”

Does this civic analogy help you better understgmd duties to Jesus?
6. Does it surprise you that Paul’s intention wasdd@Spain?

oM N

A Household which was a Church (page 245)
Lesson 15 upto v. 16:3-27
Theend
1. Do you think Paul had an ulterior motive (othenthast being friendly) in sending specific
greetings to so many in Rome?
2. Barclay provides some interesting trivia concerrifmgca and Aquila. What are your
thoughts about Barclay’s speculation? Does it igi@you with any additional insights?
3. What do you think about the story of Rufus andfaiker? Does it give you a glimpse into
the impact of Jesus in person?
4. What do you suppose Paul had specifically in mihenvhe talked about Christ's message
as veiled, secret and wrapped in silence?




