
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Intro 
The Acts of the Apostles 

 Introduction to the Acts of the Apostles (page 1) 
up to but not including 
The Power to Go On (page 9) 

 1. Why is Acts the most important book of the New Testament. 
2. What interesting details has Barclay gleaned from the New Testament concerning the 
author? 
3. Barclay gives three for who may have written Acts (pg. 3).  Which appeals to you more and 
why? 
4. The text gives multiple possibilities of why Acts may have been written.  What do you think 
of the possibility that it may have been written as part of Paul’s defense before the Emperor and 
that might be why it ends so abruptly? 
5. How does Luke show that Christianity was not expressly for the Jews? 
6. What was Luke’s primary reason for writing Acts? 
7. What has one New Testament scholar said the title of this book should be? 

 
Lesson 1 The Power to Go On (page 9) v. 1:1-2:41 up to but not including 

 

The Characteristics of the Church (page 32) 
1. Our author states that, “In one sense, it is the whole lesson of Acts that the life of Jesus goes 

on in his Church.”  Compare this to the concept as you know it of “The Body of Christ” and 
comment on the similarities or dissimilarities. 

2. The Apostles were told to wait.  Why should we wait?  How is this similar to when we are 
told to listen during prayer? 

3. Why was The Ascension absolutely necessary? 
4. Traditionally the selection of Judas’ replacement, Matthias, has been described as praying 

and then casting lots – like dice.  Barclay paints a more religious picture at the top of page 
19.  What do you think? 

5. What significance did Pentecost have to the Jews? 
6. What are the four (4) types of preaching in the early Church? 
7. Barclay points out that throughout Acts we will see teaching in theform of kerugma.  That 

is to say a heralds announcement.  What are the five (5) facts that are repeated in Acts and 
throughout the New Testament?  

8. What is the point of Peter’s apocalyptic words at the end of v2:14-21? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Study Questions The Acts of the Apostles 
by William Barclay 



Lesson 2 The Characteristics of the Church(page 33) v. 2:42-4:37 up to but not including 

 

Trouble in the Church  (page 49) 
1. Will you rise to the challenge on #1 on page 33?  No, really? 
2. Acts v2:45 reads “they were in the habit of selling their goods and possessions and of 

distributing them among all as each had need.”  Does this picture of the earliest Church’s 
communal life make you uncomfortable?  We are taught to emulate so much of what is in 
scripture.  Why would this be deemphasized? 

3. What is remarkable about the actions of Peter and John with respect to their prayer life? 
4. What were the three (3) dominate themes of early Christian preaching?  Do we need to go 

back to them? 
5. What can we learn about the power of the Holy Spirit from Peter’s actions?  See Luke v22. 
6. Why were the first Christians’ conviction strengthened by John and Peter’s ordeal in front 

of the Sanhedrin? 
7. In Acts v3:19 Peter says to Repent and to Turn.  If Repent is to change one’s way of living 

going forward, what is the difference? 
 

Lesson 3 Trouble in the Church (page 49) v. 5:1-7:53 up to but not including 

 

The Church Reaches Out (page 72) 
1. Upon first reading the story about Ananias and his wife Sapphira and their deaths some 

think it seems unfair.  They owned the property and the proceeds from the sale of the 
property were theirs to give or keep.  Read the story a second time and then explain why 
their punishment of death was indeed fair. 

2. Page 54 lists three (3) characteristics of the early Christians.  What are they?  Which one do 
you feel is easiest for you?  Most difficult? 

3. How did the Jews misinterpret the fact that they were God’s chosen people?  How is that a 
lesson for us? 

4. From St. Stephen’s speech and Barclay’s discussion, what can we learn about Abraham and 
apply to our faith? 

5. Near the top of page 71 our author describes the actual process of stoning.  Is this what you 
had in your mind’s eye?  Is the process in our book consistent with the story of the crowd 
who brought the woman caught in adultery to Jesus while he was in the temple precincts 
(John 7:53-8:11)?  What do you think of our author’s explanation? 

 

Lesson 4 
The Church Reaches Out (page 72) v. 8:1-9:31 up to but not including 
The Acts of Peter (page 89) 

 1. In the discussion in “Savaging the Church”, Barclay fleshes out a detail about the Apostles 
that many might not consider.  What is it? 

2. What is astonishing about Philips outreach to the Samaritans? 
3. Saul was on his way to Damascus to try to find men and women of The Way (with a capital 

“W”).  Take a look at the footnote to this verse, Acts v9:2, in the New American Bible.  It 
there anything surprising you learn from the footnote? 

4. What example has Ananias set for all of us? 
5. Luke, it seems, makes Paul’s time in Damascus very short.  But Barclay provides a good 

timeline for the first part of his ministry courtesy of Galatians.  What was the most 
interesting part of the story Barclay weaves from Galatians and Acts? 

6. Barnabas introduced Saul around Jerusalem.  The book says of Barnabas that he was a true 
Christian and offers two reasons for this assessment; he insisted on believing the best of 
others and never held peoples past against them.  If these are measures of a true Chrtitian, 
how do you measure up? 



 
Lesson 5 

The Acts of Peter  (page 89) v. 9:32-11:30 up to but not including 
Imprisonment and Deliverance (page 107) 

 1. What can we learn from “The Acts of Peter”?  Wherein does Peter’s power reside? 
2. Cornelius the centurion in Acts chapter 10 was a God-Fearer.  What does the term God-

Fearer mean?  Why is this episode between the centurion and Peter a tipping point for 
mankind’s relationship with God? 

3. In v10:34-35, Peter makes an astounding statement for a Jew raised to believe that the 
Jewish race was a special covenanted Nation to God.  He says, “In truth, I have come to 
understand that God has no favorites; but every nation who fears him and acts righteously is 
acceptable to him.”  Where did Peter get this tremendous insight from? 

4. Why is it extraordinary that Christianity took root in Antioch? 
5. Where and when was the term “Christians” first used? 

 
Lesson 6 

Imprisonment and Deliverance (page 107) v. 12:1-14:28 up to but not including 
The Crucial Problem (page 130) 

 1. Sometimes Peter’s deliverance from Herod’s prison is called the greatest escape of all time.  
Go over the details in your head or reread the first 10 verses of Acts chapter 12 and give 
your opinion of its greatness. 

2. How does the list of prophets in v13:1-3 point to the universal appeal of the Gospel? 
3. The folks who helped to discern that Paul along with Barnabas should journey to Cyprus 

and modern day Turkey read like they are a mini melting pot of the Roman Empire.  See 
pages 114 and 115.  What is your reaction? 

4. In v13:23 Paul uses a word that is common to us when referring to Jesus but rare before this 
took place in the record of the New Testament.  Indeed this may be the first time the word 
comes from the mouth of either a Jew or a Christian.  The angels use it when announcing 
the birth of Jesus in Luke and the Samaritan woman from the well uses it in John.  Why do 
you suppose Paul chose to use the word “savior” when speaking in the Synagogue in 
Pisidian Antioch? 

5. The Jews in Pisidian Antioch were intrigued by what they had heard from Paul that first 
Sabbath.  Why did they turn against Paul and Barnabas when the whole city turned out to 
hear them the next Sabbath? 

6. How did Paul’s evangelization to the Lycaonians differ from his approach to the Jews? 
7. In what ways does Paul’s honesty in v14:21-28 reflect Jesus’ honesty to his disciples.  What 

part of the Gospel is this similar to? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Lesson 7 

The Crucial Problem (page 130) v. 15:1-16:40 up to but not including 
In Thessalonica (page 148) 

 1. What was the problem that faced the early Jewish Christians with respect to the Gentiles?  
What lesson can we learn? 

2. Explain, in your own words, Peter’s argument against forcing the Christian Gentiles to be 
“Jews first”. 

3. At the very beginning of chapter 15 the issue that excites Paul and Barnabas was 
circumcision of Gentiles.  Later, however, after Paul and Barnabas get to Jerusalem, Peter 
talks about a yoke that neither they nor their forbearers had the strength to bear.  So the 
original issue was about more than just male circumcision, right?  What do you think?  

4. How did James’ speech in v15:13-21 help with bridging the cultural gap between the Jews 
and Gentiles?  What would have been the repercussions if James had not spoken?  How is 
this a lesson for us and how can it be applied? 

5. How was Paul’s relationship with Timothy extraordinary?  What can we learn from it?  
6. What event during Paul’s journey causes Barclay to theorize that this is when Luke met 

Paul?How did Paul’s evangelization to the Lycaonians differ from his approach to the Jews? 
7. In what ways does Paul’s honesty in v14:21-28 reflect Jesus’ honesty to his disciples.  What 

part of the Gospel is this similar to? 
 
Lesson 8 In Thessalonica (page 148) v. 17:1-19:20 up to but not including The Purpose of Paul (page 169) 

 1. Why was Thessalonica important for the spread of Christianity?  Do you think Paul knew 
this and targeted Thessalonica on purpose? 

2. In Pisidian Antioch, Acts chapter 13, the Jews invited Paul and Barnabas back to speak the 
next Sabbath day.  Yet they turned against Paul and Barnabas when the whole city turned 
out to hear them on the second Sabbath – Barclay and NAB say it is jealousy. Now here in 
Thessalonica the Jews once again become agitated that non-Jews were attracted to what 
Paul had to say – Barclay translates the reaction as resentment and NAB says it is again 
jealousy.  How are the two instances the same? Or are they different?   

3. Paul is invited to speak in Athens’s Areopagus.  This is the only time in Acts that Paul is in 
the Capital of modern day Greece.  How did he do?  How successful was he? 

4. How is the first reaction to Paul’s speech on Mars’ Hill similar to some skeptics of 
Christianity today? 

5. Even though Paul is determined to spread the Good News to the Gentiles, he is still a devout 
Jew.  Can you name one example that is given in this week’s reading? 

6. What completes Christianity? 
7. The section “The Death Blow to Superstition” describes some exorcists using Jesus name to 

cast out demons and how it backfired on them.  Can you explain how these exorcists use of 
Jesus name was superstitious and the disciples use of Jesus name was faith based healing? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Lesson 9 
The Purpose of Paul (page 169) v. 19:21-21:40 up to but not including The Defense of Experience (page 187)  1. How is the Church in Jerusalem like the Church in the Holy Land and the Middle East 

today?  What can we learn from Paul’s actions? 
2. First the Jews were upset about the popularity of Paul’s teachings now the pagans riot in 

Ephesus.  Why was the group of pagans so upset in Ephesus? 
3. Why did Paul sail right on past Ephesus only to summon the elders from a nearby town? 
4. Paul’s speech to the elders of Ephesus while in Miletus made three claims for himself, see 

page 179.  Which of these three do you find surprising if any? 
5. In v21, Philip the evangelist is further described as “one of the Seven.”  Which seven are we 

talking about? 
6. When Paul finally got back to Jerusalem the elders confronted him with a mixture of rumors 

and facts that said that he had been encouraging people born Jewish to forsake circumcision 
and the law of the Torah.  What did Paul do to convince them otherwise? 

 
Lesson 10 

The Defense of Experience (page 187) v. 22:1-25:27 up to but not including 
The Defense of a Changed Man (page 207) 

 1. Paul addresses the mob of Jews in Jerusalem from the steps of the Castle of Antonia which 
the Roman soldiers used as a barracks of pages 187 and 188 concluding on page 189.  The 
Jews quietly listened to him until he said what?  Why did that statement incite the mob 
again? 

2. What do you think of Paul’s strategy when the roman commander took him before the 
Sanhedrin? 

3. How long was Paul detained in Caesarea by Felix? 
4. Why do you think Paul uttered the fateful words “I appeal to Caesar”? 
5. Why is it that Paul ended up being sent to Rome?  Was it a series of mishaps like a “comedy 

of errors” or was there an ultimate preordained purpose? 
 

Lesson 11 
The Defense of a Changed Man(page 207) v. 26:1-28:31 up to  
The end  

 1. How does Paul end up sealing his own fate. (Hint:  see “A King is Impressed”) 
2. The story of the ship floundering and its wreck are not the kind of episode you think you’d 

find reading the Bible.  What was your reaction to the tale? 
3. Picture Paul now a shipwrecked prisoner washed up on the shore of Malta.  Then picture 

him again as he leaves the island with the goodwill of all the islanders as well as the most 
prominent man of the island and with all the provisions he would require.  What is your 
reaction to what happen during Paul’s stay on Malta? 

4. Acts ends abruptly in two verses that report he worked and preached in Rome for two years.  Do you 
find this a little odd especially after reading the detail given while the ship was adrift and then 
wrecked? 

5. So Paul worked and preached in Rome for two years.  Then what do you suppose happened?  Did he 
never get called before Caesar?  Was he acquitted?  Was he executed?  


